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On the Sunday night before the final
presidential debate, millions of Americans
watched “Homeland.” The Showtime television
series follows a CIA agent who believes that a
Marine and former POW is a secret agent for
al-Qaida.

The show has received critical acclaim, counts

. . ADVERTISEMENT
President Obama and other prominent

individuals as fans, and has been rebroadcast MostPopular | Most Commented  More Headlines
in more than 20 countries. But it has not been
shown widely in Muslim nations, where NCIS 1 Vanderbilt gets first SEC shutout

and other American television shows are since 1968

popular and accessible. Why? Many Muslims 5 Preview: Tennessee Titans (3-5) vs.

would probably view “Homeland” and its Chicago Bears (6-1)
central premise as preposterous and
. P . prep . 3 Updated: 340 Nashville customers

sufficiently divorced from reality to be taken without power after storms
seriously.
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ﬁglrmenF by Indeed, “Homeland” has already generated must clear many hurdies
ean Foley X . X
enormous controversy in Lebanon for its portrayal of Beirut and
FILED UNDER prompted Lebanese Tourism Minister Fadi Abboud to threaten to

take legal action against the show. Writer Louay Khraish insists that i
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the creators of ‘Homeland’ have no excuse for their systematic and

bigoted portrayal of Beirut and the Lebanese” and is driven to wonder

“whether ‘Homeland’ has an agenda other than entertainment.”

The gap in perceptions reflects the central challenge in foreign affairs
that will confront whoever is elected president in 2012: reconciling
Americans’ perceptions about their nation’s place in the world with
how others view the U.S. In recent years, many Americans have
feared that their nation is in decline and
vulnerable to global forces originating in the Naked woman shot and killed by
Muslim world and Asia. While many no longer gg'_'gs ot
fear American “hyperpower” as they did in the
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Egyptians celebrate the victory of Mohammed Morsi
in Cairo in June. Some concerned Americans see the
Arab Spring as a golden opportunity for Islamist
politicians to undermine Washington. / File /
Associated Press
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1990s, many still rank the U.S. as the pre-

eminent global power and recognize that it has

unparalleled reserves of national power.

This is especially evident with the Middle East.

More than a decade after the horrific terrorist

attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, Americans continue

to worry about Muslim terrorists of all kinds,
including those Americans of European
ancestry serving in their armed forces —

characters who appear on “Homeland.” Some

now portray the Arab Spring, which many
Americans initially welcomed, as a golden
opportunity for Islamist politicians to

undermine Washington and to further separate

the Arab world and Israel. The attack on the
U.S. consulate in Benghazi, Libya, only
reinforced these views.

By contrast, few Arabs would deny the power
of the U.S., despite the withdrawal from Iraq
and the fall of Hosni Mubarak and other
longtime U.S. allies. While al-Qaida
occasionally mounts attacks and releases

videos, U.S. drone strikes have devastated its

leadership and made it increasingly unlikely

that the organization could mount operations using turncoat Marines
within the U.S. International sanctions organized by Washington are

crippling a key U.S. adversary, Iran. U.S. strategic ties to Egypt, Israel,

Saudi Arabia and Turkey run deep. Even the U.S. position on the
Palestinians, which is widely unpopular, has not fundamentally
undermined Washington’s power in the Middle East.

Egyptian President Mohammed Morsi is one of many Islamist leaders

who have studied in the United States. More will follow him:

Thousands of Arabs are enrolled in colleges and universities in
Tennessee and throughout America.

One sees a similar picture elsewhere, where a decline in relative U.S.

power masks tangible strengths. While Americans see China and
other Asian nations as economic and military threats, U.S. trade and
investment with Asia remains robust. Despite China’s massive
growth, its per capita income is a fraction of America’s. The U.S.

Navy is one of the most potent in Asia and has ties with other nations

with powerful economies and militaries: India, Japan and South
Korea. Although Venezuela frequently challenges U.S. positions in
Latin American and international forums, it depends on oil exports to

the U.S.

None of this is to suggest that Americans’ concerns about the future
are without merit. There are systemic structural challenges to
business, government and society that could seriously threaten the
nation’s future if not addressed soon.

Nonetheless, whoever is elected president in 2012 must help
Americans see their nation’s advantageous position in the world,
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must help them to understand that they should fear neither the present
nor the future when U.S. power remains widely recognized and

respected around the world.

The U.S. presidential debates gave Americans and worldwide
audiences alike the image of two men struggling with their own

capacities and incapacities — their understanding and lack of it —in
the face of a world whose complexities dwarf those of any previous
civilization. Both men have power, intelligence, vast wealth and a
dedicated staff; both are elements in the wake of a history that is still

in the process of realizing itself.

Sean Foley is a professor of history at MTSU.

View Comments | Share your thoughts »

TOP VIDEO PICKS

selected by Taboola

The scandal of Anheuser
Busch's heir, Part2
Nov 2, 2012

Naked woman shot and
killed by police
Oct 22, 2012

Body of missing 12-year-
old found in recycling bin
Oct 23, 2012

ARCHIVES

View the lastseven days
Yesterday, Nov. 03
Friday, Nov. 02
Thursday, Nov. 01
Wednesday, Oct. 31
Tuesday, Oct. 30
Monday, Oct. 29

Sunday, Oct. 28

See our paid archives for
news older than a week.

YOU MIGHT BE INTERESTED IN

Vanderbilt professor's sentencing
in child porn case delayed again
(The Tennessean)

Final 840 barricades come down
today (The Tennessean)

LSU's Chavis recalls time with
Tennessee Vols (The Tennessean)

Man fatally shot at C-Ray's
Social Club in Clarksville (The
Tennessean)

Hermitage man killed as he
crosses Old Hickory Boulevard
(The Tennessean)

TN attorney general says solar
tax exemption is unconstitutional
(The Tennessean)

SPONSORED LINKS

13 Things Your Car Mechanic
Won't Tell You (Reader's Digest)

10 Richest Universities in the US
(TheStreet)

The 10 Most High-Maintenance
Dog Breeds (vetstreet)

Your cat may be even smarter
than you think (Hir's Pet)

Why Is A Fast-Food Giant Going
After A One-Man Business? (OPEN
Forum)

Ellen DeGeneres and Portia de
Rossi at Home : Architectural
Digest (Architectural Digest)

[7

Crowne Plaza Hotels
Official Site. Best Price Guarantee Or Your First Night is Free!

www.crowne[glaza.com

EVENT CALENDAR

Search

AdChoices [

All events

Today's Traffic Incidents
Crime Map

Property Transfers
More data

www.tennessean.com/article/20121104/OPINION/311040068/?nclick_check=1

MOST POPULAR

. Tennessee Vols barely survive Troy
. Vanderbilt gets first SEC shutout since

1968

. Around Nashville, how you vote has a lot to

do with where you live

. 'Nashville' houses make show feel like

home

. State Route 840 opens fertile region for

commerce, development

. Preview: Tennessee Titans (3-5) vs.

Chicago Bears (6-1)

. Adoption film shows how Spring Hill family

manaages 11 children

12

3/4


http://www.tennessean.com/article/20121027/NEWS03/310270039/Vanderbilt-professor-s-sentencing-child-porn-case-delayed-again
http://www.tennessean.com/article/20121101/WILLIAMSON/311020015/Final-840-barricades-come-down-Friday
http://www.tennessean.com/article/20121023/SPORTS0601/121023004/LSU-s-Chavis-recalls-time-Tennessee-Vols
http://www.tennessean.com/article/20121103/NEWS03/121103011/Man-fatally-shot-C-Ray-s-Social-Club-Clarksville
http://www.tennessean.com/article/20121103/NEWS03/311030042/Hermitage-man-killed-he-crosses-Old-Hickory-Boulevard
http://www.tennessean.com/article/20121103/NEWS0201/311030044/TN-attorney-general-says-solar-tax-exemption-unconstitutional
http://www.rd.com/home/13-things-your-car-mechanic-wont-tell-you/
http://www.thestreet.com/story/11449653/1/the-10-richest-colleges-in-america.html
http://www.vetstreet.com/the-10-most-high-maintenance-dog-breeds
http://www.hillspet.com/cat-care/cat-may-be-smarter-ktn.html?src=hills_lifestyle-lifestyle_cat_behavior_cdn_outbrain
http://www.openforum.com/articles/why-is-a-fast-food-giant-going-after-a-one-man-business
http://www.architecturaldigest.com/celebrity-homes/2011/ellen-degeneres-and-portia-de-rossi-beverly-hills-home-article
http://www.tennessean.com/article/20121104/OPINION/311040068/?nclick_check=1#
http://www.tennessean.com/comments/article/20121104/OPINION/311040068/America-still-mighty
http://www.tennessean.com/comments/article/20121104/OPINION/311040068/America-still-mighty
http://www.tennessean.com/videonetwork/1942364544001?odyssey=mod|tvideo|article
http://www.tennessean.com/videonetwork/1942364544001?odyssey=mod|tvideo|article
http://www.tennessean.com/videonetwork/1918138689001?odyssey=mod|tvideo|article
http://www.tennessean.com/videonetwork/1918138689001?odyssey=mod|tvideo|article
http://www.tennessean.com/videonetwork/1920062003001?odyssey=mod|tvideo|article
http://www.tennessean.com/videonetwork/1920062003001?odyssey=mod|tvideo|article
http://services.taboolasyndication.com/publisher/gannett-tennessean/rbox?item-id=/article/20121104/opinion/311040068/america-still-mighty
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Cw2mboLWWUNLPG8rJsQekj4DoAuS5huoC7MG0-DCUuJvsmAEQASDSr7IcUO-Z1_z4_____wFgyabejOCk0BSgAbqZiu4DyAEBqAMByAPfBKoEmAFP0OEEBzJArbTvaFVtvBAeLSMBNyTufRPsEA_g8pu4DrGKXELCv8nduhzlw9TxGtRuQR1Gj4AerCNXgouza65ocynZ1Mymdi7wL4RyLlHURz6O1bvvtD9zAYAdAI2SytcCAq5RaJtxeTAra8-Xaeh_6duv7oJXPGNg_LCqDv0B8B37fV4xCtNyGh3V_6cgP2aX8ZqK9R7BQYgGAQ&num=1&cid=5GhxO021w1MeRPOIalvC_OFu&sig=AOD64_2RANv65oO4Y1LPTEYLnpTmMKpkKQ&client=ca-pub-2194040235099739&adurl=http://www.crowneplaza.com/redirect%3Fdp%3Dtrue%26path%3Dhome%26brandCode%3Dcp%26regionCode%3D1%26localeCode%3Den%26_PMID%3D99615832
http://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py%3Fcontact%3Dabg_afc%26url%3Dhttp://www.tennessean.com/article/20121104/OPINION/311040068/%253Fnclick_check%253D1%26gl%3DUS%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-pub-2194040235099739%26ai0%3DCw2mboLWWUNLPG8rJsQekj4DoAuS5huoC7MG0-DCUuJvsmAEQASDSr7IcUO-Z1_z4_____wFgyabejOCk0BSgAbqZiu4DyAEBqAMByAPfBKoEmAFP0OEEBzJArbTvaFVtvBAeLSMBNyTufRPsEA_g8pu4DrGKXELCv8nduhzlw9TxGtRuQR1Gj4AerCNXgouza65ocynZ1Mymdi7wL4RyLlHURz6O1bvvtD9zAYAdAI2SytcCAq5RaJtxeTAra8-Xaeh_6duv7oJXPGNg_LCqDv0B8B37fV4xCtNyGh3V_6cgP2aX8ZqK9R7BQYgGAQ&usg=AFQjCNEWjO7NK_s9Sd47mnGg8pvdOkuOIA
http://www.tennessean.com/section/7daysarchives&archivedate=20121103
http://www.tennessean.com/section/7daysarchives&archivedate=20121102
http://www.tennessean.com/section/7daysarchives&archivedate=20121101
http://www.tennessean.com/section/7daysarchives&archivedate=20121031
http://www.tennessean.com/section/7daysarchives&archivedate=20121030
http://www.tennessean.com/section/7daysarchives&archivedate=20121029
http://www.tennessean.com/section/7daysarchives&archivedate=20121028
http://pqasb.pqarchiver.com/tennessean/advancedsearch.html
http://events.tennessean.com/
http://services.tennessean.com/services.aspx/traffic
http://services.tennessean.com/services.aspx/crime-watch
http://services.tennessean.com/services.aspx/property-transfers
http://www.tennessean.com/section/database
http://www.tennessean.com/article/20121103/COLUMNIST0202/311030083/Tennessee-Vols-barely-survive-Troy
http://www.tennessean.com/article/20121103/SPORTS0602/311030014/Vanderbilt-gets-first-SEC-shutout-since-1968
http://www.tennessean.com/article/20121104/NEWS0202/311040053/Around-Nashville-how-you-vote-has-lot-do-where-you-live
http://www.tennessean.com/article/20121104/ENTERTAINMENT/311040026/-Nashville-houses-make-show-feel-like-home
http://www.tennessean.com/article/20121104/BUSINESS01/311040090/State-Route-840-opens-fertile-region-commerce-development
http://www.tennessean.com/article/20121104/SPORTS01/121101019/Preview-Tennessee-Titans-3-5-vs-Chicago-Bears-6-1-
http://www.tennessean.com/article/20121104/NEWS06/311040071/Adoption-film-shows-how-Spring-Hill-family-manages-11-children

11/4/12 America is still mighty | The Tennessean | tennessean.com

ADVERTISEMENT

Site Map | Back to Top

NEWS COMMUNITIES SPORTS BUSINESS HELP FOLLOW US
Crime & Courts Wilson Titans Auto Industry Customer Services Twitter
Government & Politics Dickson Predators Music Industry Feedback Facebook
Politics Blog Sumner uT Real Estate Staff Directory Mobile
Local Data Williamson Vanderbilt Health Care Place an Ad
Faith & Values Robertson MTSU Stocks Submita Letter RSS
Education Rutherford Colleges Technology Work for us E-mail Alerts
State News Ashland City High Schools LIFE Archives Text Alerts
Nation & World Davidson Motorsports Buya photo
Ms. Cheap

Special Reports )

ENTERTAINMENT OPINION Family
Today's Traffic o . .

Event Calendar Editorials Shopping Diva
OBITUARIES Music Letters to the Editor Society
Search Obituaries Restaurants & Dining Tennessee Voices Nashville Lifestyles

Metromix Teachable Moments Travel

Arts & Culture Live Chats Home & Garden

Crossword Nashville Bloggers Health & Fitness

Sudoku Brainstorm Nashville Food & Wine

Portfolio
News Jobs Cars for Sale Homes for Sale Apartments for Rent Real Estate Shopping

GANNETT

Copyright © 2012 w w w .tennessean.com. All rights reserved.
Users of this site agree to the Terms of Service, Privacy Notice/Y our California Privacy Rights, and Ad Choices

www.tennessean.com/article/20121104/OPINION/311040068/?nclick_check=1 4/4


http://www.tennessean.com/
http://www.tennessean.com/section/sitemaphtml
http://www.tennessean.com/article/20121104/OPINION/311040068/?nclick_check=1#top
http://www.tennessean.com/section/NEWS
http://www.tennessean.com/section/NEWS03
http://www.tennessean.com/section/NEWS02
http://blogs.tennessean.com/politics
http://data3.tennessean.com/
http://www.tennessean.com/section/NEWS06
http://www.tennessean.com/section/NEWS04
http://www.tennessean.com/section/NEWS21
http://www.tennessean.com/section/NEWS08
http://www.tennessean.com/section/PROJECTS27
http://services.tennessean.com/services.aspx/traffic
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/tennessean/
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/tennessean/
http://www.tennessean.com/section/COUNTY
http://www.tennessean.com/section/WILSON
http://www.tennessean.com/section/DICKSON
http://www.tennessean.com/section/SUMNER
http://www.tennessean.com/section/WILLIAMSON
http://www.tennessean.com/section/ROBERTSON
http://www.tennessean.com/section/RUTHERFORD
http://www.tennessean.com/section/ASHLANDCITY
http://www.tennessean.com/section/DAVIDSON
http://www.tennessean.com/section/ENTERTAINMENT
http://events.tennessean.com/
http://blogs.tennessean.com/tunein
http://www.tennessean.com/section/life02
http://nashville.metromix.com/
http://www.tennessean.com/section/ENTERTAINMENT05
http://www.tennessean.com/section/ENTERTAINMENT11
http://www.tennessean.com/section/ENTERTAINMENT15
http://www.tennessean.com/section/SPORTS
http://www.tennessean.com/section/SPORTS01
http://www.tennessean.com/section/SPORTS02
http://www.tennessean.com/section/SPORTS0601
http://www.tennessean.com/section/SPORTS0602
http://www.tennessean.com/section/SPORTS0603
http://www.tennessean.com/section/SPORTS06
http://www.usatodayhss.com/nashville/
http://www.tennessean.com/section/SPORTS09
http://www.tennessean.com/section/OPINION
http://www.tennessean.com/section/OPINION01
http://www.tennessean.com/section/OPINION02
http://www.tennessean.com/section/OPINION03
http://www.tennessean.com/section/OPINION04
http://www.tennessean.com/section/live
http://blogs.tennessean.com/
http://www.tennessean.com/brainstormnashville
http://www.tennessean.com/section/BUSINESS
http://www.tennessean.com/section/BUSINESS03
http://www.tennessean.com/section/BUSINESS06
http://www.tennessean.com/section/BUSINESS02
http://www.tennessean.com/section/BUSINESS05
http://www.tennessean.com/section/BUSINESS12
http://www.tennessean.com/section/BUSINESS04
http://www.tennessean.com/section/LIFE
http://blogs.tennessean.com/cheap
http://www.tennessean.com/family
http://blogs.tennessean.com/shopping
http://www.tennessean.com/section/SOCIETY
http://www.nashvillelifestyles.com/
http://www.tennessean.com/section/TRAVEL
http://www.tennessean.com/section/LIFE04
http://www.tennessean.com/section/LIFE03
http://www.tennessean.com/section/life02
http://www.tennessean.com/portfolio
http://www.tennessean.com/section/SERVICES
http://www.tennessean.com/section/SERVICES
http://blogs.tennessean.com/online/
http://www.tennessean.com/section/services01
http://www.tnmediasolutions.com/
http://www.tennessean.com/section/OPINION9999
http://www.tnmediasolutions.com/hr
http://pqasb.pqarchiver.com/tennessean/advancedsearch.html
http://tennessean.mycapture.com/mycapture/photoRequestForm.asp
http://twitter.com/tennessean
http://www.facebook.com/tennessean
http://m.tennessean.com/
http://www.tennessean.com/digital
http://www.tennessean.com/section/nlettersubscribe
http://www.tennessean.com/sms
http://www.usatoday.com/
http://www.tennessean.com/cars
http://www.tennessean.com/homes
http://www.tennessean.com/apartments
http://www.homegain.com/
http://www.shoplocal.com/tennessean/storehome.aspx
http://tennessean.gannettonline.com/careerbuilder
http://gannett.eharmony.com/dating&cid=1062&aid=3310&cmdregistration-profile-opt
http://www.usatoday.com/
http://tennessean.gannettonline.com/careerbuilder
http://www.tennessean.com/cars
http://www.tennessean.com/homes
http://www.tennessean.com/apartments
http://www.homegain.com/
http://www.shoplocal.com/tennessean/storehome.aspx
http://www.gannett.com/
http://www.tennessean.com/section/terms
http://www.tennessean.com/section/privacy
http://www.tennessean.com/section/privacy#adchoices

